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All writers of English carry around a heavy baggage of preconceptions which derive ultimately from
Western philosophical and religious beliefs. In translating from a cultural sphere which does not share

these prejudices and from a language whose very nature may to some extent impose its own world-view we
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are, however, bound to use terms which depend heavily upon Western traditions.®
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Translators, however, cannot evade their own responsibility for this situation, for they have employed
in their translations a large number of key terms that have been central in the history of Western philoso-
phy, with the result that the Chinese texts seem to be little more than very naive versions of what Western
thinkers have being doing for the past twenty-five centuries. Thus, because most philosophers have even-
tually not entertained the Chinese tradition as “philosophy” , they have made little contribution to the in-
troduction of Chinese thinking in the West... Simply put, our existing uncritical formula for translating the
core philosophic vocabulary of Chinese philosophy is freighted with metaphysics which is not Chinese. @
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In our prior work we have argued consistently for an integrated understanding of Chinese natural cos-
mology asentailing both persistence and change, and we believe that such a way of thinking and living has
shaped the grammar of the Chinese language and its key philosophical vocabulary. @
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@ Dawson, Raymon, Confucius: The Analects, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993, xxvii.
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